
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 10 April 2019] 

 p2399c-2400a 
Mr Bill Johnston 

 [1] 

SYNERGY SCHOOLS SOLAR CHALLENGE 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [12.09 pm]: Yesterday I was thrilled to attend the 
grand final of the Synergy Schools Solar Challenge at Optus Stadium. The Schools Solar Challenge is a unique 
partnership between Synergy and the Science Teachers’ Association of Western Australia that seeks to expand 
young people’s understanding of energy and ignite their interest in science, technology, engineering and maths 
subjects, collectively known as STEM. 

Over the past six weeks, nearly 6 000 students in years 6 and 8 from across the south west interconnected system 
have taken part in the challenge, building and racing solar-powered cars against other schools. The competition 
has proven itself to be a great way for students to learn about renewable technologies and also to encourage them 
to consider studying STEM subjects. Building on the success of previous years, the 2019 challenge featured 
four regional events in Bunbury, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie and Collie. This year, I am pleased to announce that 
Amaroo Primary School in Collie was victorious in winning the year 6 division. This is the first time that schools 
from Collie, including Collie Senior High School, have participated in the event and it further demonstrates the 
commitment of the McGowan Labor government and Synergy to expand these sorts of programs into the 
Collie region. The Premier recently inspected the new STEM facilities at Collie Senior High School, where the 
local round was hosted last week. In the year 8 category, it was Kiara College’s solar car that proved too quick for 
its opponents and enabled the students to claim top honours in the grand final. 
The total number of schools participating in the challenge increased from about 64 schools in 2017 to an incredible 
156 schools in 2019. I congratulate each of the 19 schools represented at the grand final, plus those who battled it 
out in regional heats. The skills that students have discovered and trialled through the challenge will hopefully fuel 
their thirst for learning across STEM subjects. I make special mention also of all the teachers who have introduced 
Schools Solar Challenge activities into their classrooms to unlock unique opportunities for their students to learn 
in such a hands-on manner. 
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